Babesia equi field isolates cultured from horse blood using a microcentrifuge method.
Babesia equi, a causative agent of equine piroplasmosis, was isolated from horses in the Chaco Province of Argentina, a known piroplasmosis endemic region. Fifteen B. equi field isolates were acquired by culture from 23 actively working horses from 2 ranches. The horses appeared healthy with no clinical signs or histories indicative of equine piroplasmosis. All 23 horses had B. equi-specific antibody activity by the indirect fluorescent antibody test and 18 were also complement fixation test positive for B. equi. Equine erythrocytes were prepared for parasite culture using a microcentrifuge tube method. This method greatly reduces the time involved in cell handling and parasite exposure to ambient conditions. By this method, B. equi cultures can be initiated from very small quantities of blood.